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So this Christmas will you be like the
Shepherds who worshipped and
wondered at the sight of the Christ-
child or are you a
Simeon, waiting with
anticipation for Jesus,

  the Messiah?

Will you be like Anna, telling
everyone about what you
have seen of who Jesus is or
will you take a leaf out of
the Magi’s manual and
ensure you offer afresh who
you are to Jesus and
worship Him.

None of us want to be
aligned with the character of Herod
but pause and think for a moment. Is
there a danger that your Christmas
might unwittingly have Herod like
traits? Herod wanted Jesus gone

and not be disturbed by His arrival. He was a
nuisance and Herod feigned worship while having
ulterior motives. Herod feared Jesus would upset his
world and power base. He would get in the way of
his feasting and merrymaking. A distraction from his
pleasure. This Christmas who will you choose to be
like?

A quick dip into the biblical account of the birth of
Jesus will show that the actual birth only gets 3
verses in 2 of the 4 Gospels. Far more column space
is given to those  affected by the birth. Setting to one
side Jesus parents, there are 3 individuals and 2
groups of people mentioned. The Gospel of Luke
shows us the Shepherds, Simeon and Anna while
the Gospel of Matthew reveals the Magi (Wise men)
and Herod. Each encounter brings a new reaction
to who Jesus is.
The Shepherds are first on the scene and leave
celebrating God at the wonder of who Jesus is.
Simeon has been waiting for God to fulfil his
promise that he would see the Messiah before he
dies and he recognises Jesus as the fulfilment of that
promise.
Anna, a prophetess, speaks immediately of who
Jesus is to everyone she finds.
The Magi react by offering gifts and worship to Jesus.
Finally, we have Herod who is fearful of the usurper
to his throne and power base and reacts by trying
to eradicate the threat.
We may experience the ‘fluff’ of Christmas in our
churches with the Carols of snowy scenes, holly, ivy,
donkeys, countless innkeepers, stables and cattle
lowing. Perhaps because there is so little narrative
given to the actual birth we feel the need to
embellish it and inadvertently perhaps miss the
point. The event was ordinary but the effect it would
have on people was extraordinary.

FACT enabling children and households reflect on the Christian GospelA newsletter to keep supporters informed, inspired & involved.
Issue number 138  December 2019

Registered Charity Number 1055843

The Trustees met in October for their usual quarterly
meeting. It was another time of hearing about the
work and ministry while maintaining an oversight of
the day to day workings as well as having a
strategic view of the charity. The business of the
meeting was simply dealt with due to the fact that
so much work had been done prior to getting
together. Policy updates were agreed. Elaine had
worked a wonder by providing clear updates for
our forecast which we considered. We were able
to agree our accounts with its report for the
previous financial year that ended 31st July and
that has now been posted on the Charity
Commission website. Actions agreed from previous
meetings were reviewed and finally good old AOB
came and went without too much fuss.
This meeting had been busier than normal as 2
prospective Trustees attended to get a feel of what
they might be letting themselves in for. The 4 current
Trustees were very pleased to have welcomed
them in and to hear their contributions throughout
the evening. Since the meeting one of the guests,
Shelia Hassan, has decided to accept the invitation
to become a Trustee and that will be formally
agreed at the January meeting. Meanwhile the
other guest is working out how they can best use
their time to support the work and ministry of FACT.
Possibly as a Trustee but maybe as a critical friend
or consultant. Either way we will have another
valuable member of the team.

I’m often asked about family
resources for Advent. The truth
is if you want quality then you
need to be prepared to invest
financially. In recent years
there has been an upsurge ‘Elf
on the Shelf’ and there is now
a Christian alternative called,

but the book, soft toy and CD will set you back over
£80. The resource I currently favour is called, 

. A good telling of the Christmas
story with great illustrations. An Advent Calendar
can also be purchased. It might become a
Christmas tradition for you. If you do use it let me
know what you think.

This list of engagements is correct at going to print,
but doubtless there will be others that will be
added as time goes by.

3rd Buggies & Bikes Toddlers
3rd ABC Tots
5th Buggies & Bikes Toddlers
5th  Seedlings Toddlers
6th  Minnows Toddlers
13th  All Saints Laleham Toddler Christmas Party
14th  ABC Fun Day
23rd Dec - 1st Jan (inclusive) office closed

19th  Staines Baptist Fellowship Family Service
20th Trustees meeting
26th Ashford Common Methodist Church service

2nd  St Hilda’s Ashford Service

I have no more Sundays available in January but
going forward through the Spring there are spaces.
I know from conversations that other churches are
considering inviting me to come and share about
Time to Share at Home but have yet to confirm
dates. Don’t delay and miss out on the date you
want. Get things sorted this side of Christmas to
ensure that my visit works well for you.

Please pray for these engagements. We have
already seen answers to prayer with families being
at church when they hadn’t planned to do so and
then benefited from taking a box.

As you pray may you be confident that God hears
and God acts.

Romans 15:13



Last newsletter I told you about some of our
awesome volunteers and Trustees but ran out of
room to tell you of one important person who
quietly but brilliantly has lifted a huge amount of
work from my shoulders. Elaine runs our finances.
Payments, payroll, spreadsheets, bank accounts
etc. she is quite literally a God send. She has been
doing this for over 2 years as her giving to the
ministry of FACT. Thank you. She can even keep me
under control making sure that the petty cash
balances and is operated correctly!

We welcome on board another new volunteer,
Colleen. She is working a couple of mornings a
week undertaking some office administration. This
is another area of work that isn’t my forte. I can do
it but I would much rather be out doing things with
children and families than dealing with paperwork
and files. She is finding her feet as I hand over what
I have done (sometimes a bit of a neglected mess).

This Christmas most of our volunteers will be able
to get together for a simple Christmas lunch so that
FACT can say thank you for all that they do quietly,
reliably, studiously and cheerfully.

During a recent service I was using each finger on
my hand to aid a series of simple prayers. The little
finger weak and small allowed us to consider
someone we knew like that and to pray for them
and so on. When I got to the middle finger I
mentioned in passing ‘Toby Tall’ known to every
parent of young children. That was to be the cue
for a young boy who was engaged with what we
were doing to start to sing the song, all the way
through and a number of times, gradually getting
louder and louder. He was so very happy and at
ease to be able to do this, in spite of his mother’s
best attempts to gently quieten him down he was
not perturbed and just carried on in his own little
world. No-one was worried or disturbed just happy
that he was happy. A simple example of a
welcoming church. Well done.

December will see me attend my regular toddler
groups to present the Christmas story. This is always
more difficult than it first seems. What do you put in
or leave out? How much detail is needed? What do
you want them to remember when it is over? So my
focus will be around the angels / messengers in the
story. They come to Mary, the Shepherds and to
Joseph. They effectively narrate or punctuate the
different scenes.

I use the finger puppets shown in the picture above.
I should say that Mary starts off with no baby in her
arms but has a rather convincing looking bump in
her dress! Come the birth, the bump has gone and
the babe appears in her arms. There are a number
of comings and goings of the different characters
which require a certain amount of dexterity to get
them on and off my chunky fingers!

I will use a song to allow some simple movement
and actions and will of course have one of my big
puppet friends to drive home the key message for
these little ones and their families. That is, 

There’s always more I would want to
say but I know that this is the simple message that
will remain and can be built on in years to come.

Apart from the 7 regular presentations I will also be
visiting All Saints Laleham Toddler group for their
Christmas party and Ashford Baptist Church Fun Day
to do these presentations.

What an exciting
few weeks it has
been for 

Production continues at a pace, which is just as well
because as fast as the team create the materials
and place them into their purpose made boxes I
give them away in churches!
It has been a joy and pleasure to attend the Sunday
services at Runnymede Christian Fellowship, Egham
and Heaven@11 at St Peter’s, Staines where I was
able to speak, show a short video and demonstrate
the boxes. 25 boxes were given away and are now
in homes in the local area. I’m praying they will be
well used and benefited from. 

We’ve had 3 encouraging pieces of feedback.
The first was a phone call to the office from a lady
who was looking after a child from her extended
family. She saw one of the boxes in the home and
on investigation decided to try and do it with the
child. She found that the cards had become mixed
up in their sets, hence her call was to check out she
was doing everything correctly. Some reassuring
words from myself soon had her raring to go. Her
final comment as we parted was,

That put a smile on my face for the rest of the day!
The second encouragement came from an
attendee of one of the services. This grandmother
wanted me to know that her grandchildren loved all
that went on in church and were looking forward to
opening the box and using the materials. She said
that they hadn’t intended to be there that Sunday,
but that,   and they
had felt it right to make the effort.
Thirdly, an email from another person who attended
one of the services thanked me for coming and
sharing. She noted, with surprise, how the children
around her had engaged with the demonstration.

The team are trying to build up the stock ready for
the New Year when I will be visiting more churches.
(see diary) so December will be busy! We have a
brilliant team who each have their own skills and
preferred processes which they enjoy but please
don’t think that we are sorted. We could easily
accommodate others to come and get stuck in.
Perhaps your immediate reaction is to say you’re not
sure you could do it, but why not get in touch, come
for a coffee and see what is actually involved. Come
and add to our fabulous team and increase our
output in 2020.

Having separated the giving of the boxes from a
payment for them I am seeing that there is a
beautiful freedom for people to take one and use
them at home. Donations can be made via our
website if people want to support in that way but
we won’t know what that donation is for and it can
also be anonymous.
We have undertaken to cover the costs of these
boxes but would ask you, as one of our supporters
to consider supporting this cost by donating. If we
were to sell them they would retail at £30 each but
any support would be very gratefully accepted.
Maybe you have a box and want to make a
donation or maybe you don’t have one but want to
support the cost so others can have one.
One mum who took a box from
me after a service recently, told
me how she had a
longing to gather as a family
but life seemed to be a ’
with no time to be together.
The smile on her face at receiving a 

 box showed how valuable she saw it to
be and the hope she placed in it that it might
provide a simple opportunity to pause and simply
just be for a short time in the midst of that 


